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President Biden promised to create 

green jobs, but he didn’t mention that 
they would be done by children in Afri-
ca or slaves in China. These poor kids 
are mistreated and malnourished and 
even drugged to suppress their hunger 
so they can work for longer hours. 
Breathing in toxic fumes causes long- 
term health problems, including lung 
disease and heart failure, as well as 
birth defects. And miners are often 
buried alive when tunnels cave in. 

These are some of the kids who mine 
the cobalt to make an EV run. And in 
the other photo are some of the folks 
who produce ethanol for motor vehi-
cles. I know which photo I would rath-
er see. Who powers your vehicle? 

In addition to the toxic harm to hu-
mans, the extraction of cobalt also 
causes severe environmental pollution 
to the water, air, and to the soil. 

Just take a look at this picture. This 
is a mine in Congo where cobalt is ex-
tracted to make batteries for EVs. 
Nothing about this landscape looks 
like an environmental success story to 
me. By contrast, the picture over here 
is a beautiful farm in Iowa where corn 
is grown to make fuel for motor vehi-
cles. Every year, I drive through mile 
after mile of cornfields on my 99-coun-
ty tour. It is the type of scenic drive 
that reconnects you with nature and 
reminds you of the importance of prop-
er stewardship of the land we live off 
of. 

Folks, we can all have a cleaner con-
science knowing that energy made in 
Iowa is creating economic opportuni-
ties for our neighbors, while keeping 
our communities green, rather than ex-
ploiting children or creating a toxic 
wasteland. Can the same be said about 
the initiatives that are being pushed by 
the Biden administration? Like beg-
ging OPEC to pump more oil, sending 
our Nation’s strategic oil reserves to 
China, or subsidizing China’s market in 
slave and child labor. 

Are we going to tell the truth to the 
children that riding the electric school 
buses that the Biden administration is 
spending $5 billion on to purchase, 
what really makes the wheels on these 
buses go round and round is the exploi-
tation of other children who are their 
age or even younger? Or are we just 
going to tell them more green fairy 
tales? 

It is time to come clean about the 
Democrats’ Green New Deal. Just like 
President Biden’s other policies, this 
radical agenda is creating problems, 
not solving them, including greater de-
pendency on foreign adversaries like 
China and Russia, reliance on child and 
slave forced labor, harm to human 
health and the environment, higher 
costs, and energy shortages and black-
outs. Democrats are literally trying to 
keep America in the dark about these 
inconvenient truths. 

Folks, the Biden blackouts will be 
the latest unneeded reminder that the 
Democrats’ Green New Deal can’t hold 
a candle to the Republicans’ record of 
producing an abundant supply of af-

fordable energy right here in the good 
old United States of America. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-

dent, it is so interesting being home for 
July 4 and talking with Tennesseans, 
and it sounds like Senator ERNST heard 
some of the same things from her con-
stituents there in Iowa. 

But what came up a lot in our con-
versations was the feeling and the 
awareness that the Democrats and the 
media have spent the last few months 
trying to convince the American people 
that oil companies are to blame for 
Biden’s energy crisis. 

At one point, they even tried to 
blame the people running the local gas 
stations, all the moms and pops, but 
Tennesseans know whose fault it is. 
Tennesseans are smart. They are 
watching very closely. And they know 
that President Biden became respon-
sible for their pain the moment he 
chose a radical, environmental agenda 
over the fully realized vision of Amer-
ican energy independence. 

That is right, we were energy inde-
pendent the day he took office. 

So President Biden canceled the Key-
stone Pipeline. He canceled leases and 
energy infrastructure, and he got be-
hind dozens of regulations that have 
made it almost impossible for Amer-
ican energy producers to do their job. 

At the time, Democrats claimed this 
was all for the greater good. It is tem-
porary. It is transitioning to the lib-
eral world order. But I think any rea-
sonable person would agree that what 
has happened is things have gotten 
worse—terribly worse. 

If you don’t want to take my word 
for it, talk to the local leaders who are 
responsible for keeping the lights on in 
their communities. City budgets are 
stretched thin. School budgets aren’t 
doing any better. Parents want to 
know if the buses will keep running 
and what will happen in August if the 
schools can’t afford to turn the air-con-
ditioning on. Everyone wants to know 
what will happen to public transpor-
tation, to emergency services, and to 
law enforcement if the price of a gallon 
of gas gets too expensive. They have no 
idea how far the Biden administration 
will allow this to go, and that is what 
concerns them the most. 

Joe Biden hasn’t just failed ‘‘we the 
people,’’ he has sabotaged the pocket-
books of millions of Americans and 
given our adversaries a huge advan-
tage. 

The Democrats gambled on the Green 
New Deal. It is evident they lost. Their 
gas holiday was a gimmick, and that 
failed. Energy prices are through the 
roof, but they still pulled a million bar-
rels of oil out of the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve, and they sent it to com-
munist China. 

Now the President of the United 
States has gone hat in hand to Saudi 
Arabia so that he can beg for oil. He is 
even trying to cozy up to the Iranians 

with a new Iran nuclear deal, begging 
for oil. Our hard-fought energy inde-
pendence is gone, along with our Na-
tion’s credibility on this issue. 

The world is watching Joe Biden. 
They are watching the Biden blackouts 
that are really taking a toll on Amer-
ican energy and American consumers, 
and you and I both know that all the 
wrong people are seeing this as an op-
portunity to profit. 

If the Biden administration con-
tinues to squander our country’s re-
sources, we will lose even more ground 
to the axis of evil. Russia still has a 
stranglehold on European energy. 
American supply chains are still hope-
lessly entangled with China. Iran is 
ready to steamroll Biden for that new 
nuclear deal. North Korea is deploying 
hackers to the West at an alarming 
rate. I don’t think a Civilian Climate 
Corps has a chance in this match-up. 

I would admonish the President to 
remember that the new axis of evil is 
playing by a different set of rules. 
Their only goal is to find our vulnera-
bilities and exploit them to try to take 
us down. 

I would remind my Democratic col-
leagues that Biden’s energy crisis is a 
vulnerability, and it is your duty to 
help lead the country out of it. Don’t 
be complicit. Restart the Keystone 
Pipeline, open up those leases on Fed-
eral lands, get the regulators out of the 
way, and unleash American energy be-
fore it is too late. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 

before I speak, I have been asked to 
make a unanimous consent request 
that Senators SCOTT, HOEVEN, BAR-
RASSO, and I be permitted to speak for 
up to 5 minutes each prior to the votes 
and that Senator BENNET be permitted 
to speak for up to 10 minutes prior to 
the votes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 

over the July 4 recess of Congress, I 
held Q&A’s in 17 counties as part of my 
annual 99 county meetings. The need 
for energy independence and the con-
cerns over soaring gas prices were 
raised at nearly every meeting. As an 
example, at Woodford Equipment in 
Emmetsburg, IA, farmers raised their 
concerns over the high cost of diesel 
and their pricey commutes to work at 
that business caused by President 
Biden’s failed energy policies. 

Today is a very difficult time for 
American families and businesses, with 
gas and diesel prices at record highs— 
more than doubling since President 
Biden took office. Americans who drive 
every day are feeling the impact of an 
administration that is making it hard-
er to drill and refine fossil fuels. 

President Biden has stated that it is 
the administration’s goal to have half 
of the Nation’s vehicles be electric by 
the year 2030. The Energy Secretary 
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has said that to beat the high gas 
prices, Americans should purchase 
electric vehicles. Now, that is prac-
tically impossible for most families be-
cause the average price of an electric 
vehicle, according to Kelley Blue Book, 
is $56,000. That happens to be roughly 
equivalent to Iowa’s median family in-
come. 

Even if having half of all cars be elec-
tric by 2030 were attainable—which, of 
course, it isn’t—that presents yet an-
other real problem. Large swaths of the 
United States’ electrical grid are at 
risk for shortfall this summer. In May, 
the North American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation released its sum-
mer reliability assessment. They iden-
tified the West and Midwest as being at 
heightened risk for energy shortfalls. 
The farm where I live near Cedar Falls, 
IA, is served by Cedar Falls municipal 
electricity, and this is the first time in 
my life that I have ever gotten a warn-
ing from that electric company that we 
could have brownouts. So if all cars 
were electric, the United States would 
need roughly 25 percent more elec-
tricity than it does today. We simply 
cannot add that many electric vehicles 
to the grid. 

While gas prices have gone through 
the roof, energy prices are not far be-
hind. From June last year until May 
this year, the Consumer Price Index for 
electricity rose 12 percent. That is the 
largest increase in the past 15 years. 

With reliability concerns increasing 
this summer and energy prices rising, 
Democrats still continue to pursue 
their Green New Deal agenda. There 
continue to be rumors of another mas-
sive tax-and-spending spree passed on a 
partisan vote that would push prices 
even higher. 

It is past time for Democrats in Con-
gress and the White House to rethink 
our Nation’s energy policy. Instead of 
becoming more like Europe, the United 
States must have an ‘‘all of the above’’ 
strategy. Our country has bountiful re-
sources for energy generation. I am 
very proud of Iowa, a State that pro-
duces over 60 percent of its electricity 
from wind, but I know that this does 
not work in every State of the Nation. 
Fossil fuels still account for 60 percent 
of electricity generated in the United 
States. 

Instead of focusing on domestic en-
ergy production, the President and his 
administration have caved to environ-
mentalists in shaping our energy poli-
cies. Utilities and energy companies 
are up to the task to provide affordable 
energy to all Americans. Every year, 
these companies are becoming cleaner 
and reducing our carbon footprint. 
Nevertheless, Washington continues to 
layer regulation upon regulation, mak-
ing costs go up. 

Between new requirements on bank-
ing, blocking new oil leases, and block-
ing key pipelines, Democrats in Con-
gress seem determined to inflict pain 
at the pump and also on our energy 
bills. The world has dramatically 
changed since President Biden took of-

fice. Democrats need to adjust their 
priorities and stop this madness. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-

dent, I am here today, along with my 
Republican colleagues, because Amer-
ican families are suffering. Florida 
families are suffering at the hand of 
the Biden administration’s war on en-
ergy independence. 

Last month, I heard about a church 
in St. Petersburg—just south of 
Tampa—that makes hot meals for 
those who have fallen on tough times. 
Like many other churches across the 
country, they started making the 
meals for Thanksgiving, but this 
church decided to keep it going, and 
since, they have made thousands of hot 
meals for families. Here is the problem: 
Fewer people are coming because those 
families who need the food now can’t 
even afford to make the trip because 
gas is so expensive. The poorest fami-
lies in my State are having to make 
the impossible choice of sacrificing a 
hot meal because they can’t afford to 
put gas in their cars. 

I want to reiterate this point because 
I want my Democrat colleagues who, 
like Joe Biden, think inflation is a 
‘‘high-class problem’’ or some ‘‘incred-
ible transition’’ to understand the 
gravity of this administration’s infla-
tion crisis. Families in my State of 
Florida are having to turn down an op-
portunity for a free hot meal because 
they can’t afford the gas to get over to 
the church and get it. 

It makes me furious to see this hap-
pening in my State and all across our 
country, all the while, while Joe Biden 
does nothing to fix it. He has done 
nothing. 

As of today, the average price of a 
gallon of gas is $4.63. The day Joe 
Biden took office, gas was averaging 
$2.37 per gallon. According to the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration, in 
15 different months of Joe Biden’s Pres-
idency, the national average for gas 
prices has risen. But the Democrats up 
here don’t seem to care. 

You all remember how last month 
the senior Senator from Michigan ex-
plained during a hearing of the Finance 
Committee that, unlike her constitu-
ents, she doesn’t worry about gas 
prices because she has the means to af-
ford an electric car. She actually said 
that. Then, when she gets to work in 
Washington, she gets to charge her car 
at the Capitol for free, while taxpayers 
foot the bill. Good for her, but that is 
not a realistic solution for the millions 
of Americans suffering under the Biden 
administration’s failed energy policy. 

Democrats in Washington know the 
effect these high prices are having, and 
they are celebrating because their radi-
cally progressive campaign against en-
ergy independence is working. But 
Americans are not celebrating; they 
are struggling. 

Unlike the liberal elites running our 
government, I am not going to stand 

for it. That is why earlier this year I 
introduced the FREE American Energy 
Act, to expedite the Federal Agencies’ 
review process of applications for per-
mits, waivers, licenses, or other au-
thorizations related to energy produc-
tion. It is why I have introduced the 
GAS PRICE Act. It would direct the 
Energy Information Administration to 
report to Congress any policy or rule 
set by the Biden administration which 
raises energy costs for American fami-
lies. I even asked the Senate to pass 
the GAS PRICE Act by unanimous con-
sent this past October, but Senate 
Democrats blocked its passage. It is as 
if they want to keep Americans in the 
dark on why energy prices are rising. 

We also need to speed up the approval 
process for oil permitting, and Ameri-
cans need to know that this adminis-
tration is purposely trying to make life 
more difficult and more expensive. We 
have the resources within our borders 
to be energy independent and for every-
day life to be affordable. 

While we are ramping up American 
production, we need to completely halt 
sales of U.S. oil to communist China. 
That is right—while gas prices remain 
sky-high here, the Biden administra-
tion is still giving a green light for 
American oil to be sold to our enemies, 
like communist China. That is hard to 
believe. 

I was proud to join with my friend 
and fellow Floridian, Senator MARCO 
RUBIO, to introduce the China Oil Ex-
port Prohibition Act last month to 
stop these sales. We shouldn’t be help-
ing our enemies or asking foreign na-
tions to increase supply. We should be 
increasing our American supply within 
our borders. We did it during the 
Trump administration, and we can do 
it again. 

Joe Biden can roll back the countless 
regulations he instituted that are hurt-
ing our domestic production. The 
White House, the EPA, and the Depart-
ment of the Interior, and the Depart-
ment of Energy can end their campaign 
against American oil producers and 
start working to create an agenda of 
energy independence. 

Congress can pass my legislation to 
make oil permitting faster and give 
greater transparency into the impact 
legislation from Congress has on en-
ergy prices. We don’t have to throw up 
our hands and do nothing and give up. 
Joe Biden and the Democrats who con-
trol Washington can and must take 
real action to start producing energy 
within our borders safely once again. 
Our future is bleak if we don’t. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 

come to the floor today, along with my 
colleagues, because Americans are con-
tinuing to take a financial hit with 
more expensive, less reliable energy re-
sulting from the Biden administra-
tion’s harmful energy agenda. 

In the middle of the summer travel 
season, drivers are paying record-high 
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prices at the gas pump. Gas is now $4.63 
a gallon nationwide and an average of 
$4.57 per gallon in my home State of 
North Dakota. Sky-high energy prices 
are fueling record inflation, driving up 
the cost of goods across the entire 
economy. 

The current CPI rate came out this 
morning—9.1 percent—9.1 percent, the 
highest in over 40 years. And it hurts 
every single American—at the gas 
pump, at the grocery store, everything 
they buy. Unbelievable. 

Of course, energy is a big part of that 
inflation. There is an energy compo-
nent in every good and service that you 
get. Electricity prices have risen 13.7 
percent. Natural gas and heating oil 
prices have ballooned by 38.4 percent 
and 98.5 percent, respectively, over the 
last year. 

In addition to higher prices, the 
North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation, or NERC, warned that 
homes and businesses across much of 
the country are facing higher risk of 
blackouts and brownouts this summer. 
President Biden’s energy policies are 
threatening the economic well-being of 
Americans and our national security. 

Just a few years ago, our country was 
producing almost 13 million barrels per 
day of oil and consumers benefited 
from historically low energy prices. 
Production has remained down under 
this administration at about 111⁄2 mil-
lion barrels of production per day. 
American families are paying record 
prices because the Biden administra-
tion is continuing its regulatory on-
slaught on domestic energy production. 

President Biden’s energy crisis began 
with the administration’s moratorium 
on new energy leases, closing off access 
to our abundant taxpayer-owned en-
ergy reserves on Federal lands. And for 
leases that the energy companies have 
on Federal lands, they are being held 
up either by the administration’s bu-
reaucratic redtape that doesn’t allow 
them to get drilling permits or held up 
by litigation in the courts. And this ad-
ministration continues to hold up our 
ability to move more oil and gas across 
the country by blocking pipelines like 
the Keystone XL Pipeline. In 2015, I led 
a bipartisan effort in Congress to ap-
prove the Keystone XL Pipeline. If the 
Obama-Biden administration hadn’t ve-
toed our bill which passed both Houses 
of Congress, this pipeline would be op-
erating today and bringing almost a 
million barrels of oil a day to our coun-
try from our closest friend and ally 
Canada. 

We need to unleash more of our vast 
energy, our oil and natural gas re-
serves, all the energy that this Nation 
produces—our most critical, economic, 
and national security assets. And if we 
want to truly cut off the Russian war 
machine and support our allies, we 
need to cut off Putin’s ability to sell 
Russian energy. 

A good start would be by passing leg-
islation like my American Energy 
Independence From Russia Act, bi-
cameral legislation that I introduced 

with nine of my colleagues in the Sen-
ate. Our commonsense approach takes 
immediate action to encourage more 
U.S. energy production, including 
things like increasing access to tax-
payer-owned energy reserves on Fed-
eral land, authorizing the construction 
and operation of the Keystone XL Pipe-
line—vital infrastructure to move en-
ergy safely around the country—and 
removing regulatory hurdles to in-
crease liquefied natural gas facilities 
and exports. 

Each additional barrel of oil we 
produce here at home replaces produc-
tion from Russia and other adversaries, 
countries that also have little to no en-
vironmental standards. Each addi-
tional barrel we produce at home helps 
reduce prices and lower inflation for 
the American people. 

Instead of asking Saudi Arabia for 
help—and as you know, the President 
is on a trip to do that right now—or 
going to places or asking for help from 
adversaries like Iran or for energy from 
Venezuela, President Biden should be 
empowering our domestic producers to 
restore and grow our supply of energy 
here at home. 

The solution is simple. The Biden ad-
ministration needs to take the hand-
cuffs off domestic energy production 
because more supply is needed to bring 
down prices. That is just common 
sense, and the American people know 
it. The American people need that re-
lief now. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, 

first I would like to associate myself 
with the remarks from the distin-
guished senior Senator from North Da-
kota who spoke so well about the 
issues that are facing the American 
people, both in terms of inflation and 
in terms of energy. 

So I join my colleagues today on the 
floor to talk about this crisis that we 
are facing under the Presidency of Joe 
Biden and the Democrats in this body. 

We found out this morning that infla-
tion hit another record high, a 40-year 
high, and we are now entering a sum-
mer of suffering by the American peo-
ple, suffering brought on by the Demo-
crats and their reckless spending and 
policies. 

The inflation numbers themselves 
are shocking. The impact on families is 
so, so disturbing. In my home State of 
Wyoming, the people that normally 
volunteer to drive meals to shut-ins on 
Meals on Wheels—who run some of 
those rural routes and drive around 
and drop off meals—these are volun-
teers with time on their hands, senior 
citizens who do the driving. They are 
no longer able to do it because they 
cannot afford the gas under Joe Biden 
and the Democratic policies. 

The day Joe Biden came into office, 
gas was $2.38 per gallon—plenty of vol-
unteers paying their own gas. Today, 
the price has almost doubled what it 
was when Joe Biden came into office. 

That is what the American people are 
seeing: pain at the pump and pain at 
the grocery store. And the numbers are 
disturbing, and people are falling fur-
ther and further behind. Inflation is up 
9 percent, but wages are only up 5 per-
cent, so that gap is growing and people 
are hurting. 

It doesn’t seem the President even 
understands it or can conceive of it, 
but that is who we have representing 
the people in the White House today. 

Over the last 4 months, working fam-
ilies have paid the highest gas prices in 
American history. The price of natural 
gas has also tripled since the day Joe 
Biden took office. In total, the average 
American family paid an additional 
$1,000 last year just for energy com-
pared to the year before, and this year 
it is going to be a lot worse. 

Now, it is the summer. Most Ameri-
cans are facing the real possibility of 
blackouts. Two-thirds of Americans are 
likely to face energy blackouts. That is 
not me saying it; it is the energy spe-
cialists who analyze where the energy 
is coming from, how much is needed, 
and where it is going. 

During a summer heat wave, black-
outs threaten people’s lives. To the cli-
mate purists and elitists and extrem-
ists who are running the administra-
tion, they don’t seem to care. So why is 
it happening? America still has plenty 
of energy—the best energy in the 
world—and the most. We have some of 
the largest energy reserves anywhere. 
States like Wyoming, where I am from, 
are sitting on a gold mine of energy. 
The Biden energy crisis is a direct re-
sult of the administration’s energy 
policies. 

From the day Joe Biden took office, 
he has waged an all-out war on Amer-
ican energy. He killed the Keystone XL 
Pipeline—actually bragged about the 
fact that he did that on his first day in 
office. He stopped the exploration of oil 
in Alaska and bragged about it. It 
wasn’t something he was trying to 
hide. No, he bragged about the fact 
that he was going to war with America. 
American energy was in his targets. 

Joe Biden has raised the cost to 
produce energy on Federal land by 50 
percent. This is the largest increase in 
what they call the royalty rate in 100 
years—100 years. Does Joe Biden under-
stand that? Does he know that? Does 
he care that people are suffering all 
around the country? No wonder we are 
still producing 1.1 million fewer barrels 
of oil today than we were at the begin-
ning of the pandemic. 

Joe Biden refuses to do the things 
that would work. He refuses to produce 
more American energy. 

What did the administration say 
about it? What did the economists say? 
This is the cost of the liberal world 
order. This is the price we have to pay 
for the liberal world order. That is the 
White House’s statement. I don’t even 
know people who talk that way any-
more, but that is what we got coming 
out of this White House and this Presi-
dent who today, at this very moment, 
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is heading to Saudi Arabia to beg for 
oil when we have it right here. It is 
more than disturbing. It is disgraceful. 
That is what we have with the Presi-
dent of the United States today. 

So now what is happening? Joe Biden 
throwing another Hail Mary pass, hop-
ing something will happen. His Hail 
Mary passes are uncatchable. 

Since November, Joe Biden has re-
leased more oil from our strategic re-
serve than any President in American 
history. The Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve is designed to be there for emer-
gencies. He is releasing it because he is 
trying to bring down the cost of oil and 
the cost of gas. And he caused the prob-
lem. It is not an emergency. This was 
a Joe Biden-caused problem. Previous 
Presidents only used the Strategic Re-
serve during wartime or after natural 
disasters. But Joe Biden is spending 
down our savings to pay for his anti- 
American energy policy. He seems to 
be proud of it. Well, gas prices are still 
near record highs. 

Let’s recount: the day Joe Biden 
came into the White House, $2.38 a gal-
lon; today, in many places, over $5 a 
gallon and on average, $4.60 a gallon. 
And the peak summer driving season 
isn’t even here yet. 

Today, the Strategic Reserve is at 
the lowest level since 1986. So what if 
there is a real emergency? Then what 
do we do? This last week, we found out 
that some of this energy, the oil he has 
reserved—a million barrels of oil—went 
to an energy company owned by the 
Chinese Government. Thank you, Mr. 
President. Surrender to China. Give it 
to them. Joe Biden is sending our oil to 
China in the middle of an energy crisis 
that he created. 

So, on Monday, Joe Biden’s National 
Security Advisor practically admitted 
that Joe Biden is going to beg the 
Saudis to sell us more oil. He left for 
Saudi Arabia last night, and he is 
going as a weakened President. 

He wrote an editorial in the Wash-
ington Post about why he was going. I 
will tell you how he is going: He is 
going as a weakened President, weak-
ened at home and weakened in the eyes 
of the world. 

Rather than send oil to China and 
money to the Saudis, let us use the en-
ergy we have right here in the United 
States in the ground, where we do it in 
the finest environmental ways com-
pared to the rest of the world and we 
have the energy workers who know 
how to do it. 

What is he thinking? 
At the same time, astonishingly, Joe 

Biden decided to spend the time around 
the Fourth of July tweeting threats to 
gas stations. For the moms and pops 
who are running little gas stations in 
our communities and our neighbor-
hoods, this is basic economic illiteracy. 
Prices aren’t set by the local gas sta-
tions; prices are set by supply and de-
mand. If you want low prices, you need 
more supply, more American energy. 

The prices may have ticked back a 
little bit now because people cannot af-

ford to drive. They can’t afford to fill 
their tanks. They cannot afford to fill 
their tanks. 

I was at a gas station the other day 
in Casper, WY, and I talked to a couple. 

One of them said: I have $100. That is 
as far as I can go. I can only fill it with 
$100 worth. I can’t fill the tank. I will 
see how much gas I get. 

What have we come to? 
Joe Biden brags about killing the 

Keystone XL Pipeline, which would 
have brought over 800,000 barrels of oil 
a day to the United States. He killed it 
on day 1 in office and bragged about it. 

The Democrats in the Senate are now 
proposing to make the Biden energy 
crisis even worse. Senate Democrats in 
this very body, in this very room, are 
talking about raising taxes on energy 
production. This is going to raise en-
ergy prices for half of the households in 
America. It will raise prices for thou-
sands and thousands of businesses. 
Higher prices will get passed on to cus-
tomers. 

If Democrats pass another reckless 
tax-and-spending bill—and it looks like 
they are all lined up to do it, save one 
or two—inflation is going to get much 
worse, and working families will be 
paying more. If I were one of those 
Democratic Senators and were on the 
ballot this November, I would be shak-
ing in my boots, knowing that the peo-
ple of my State are mad at me for 
adopting policies that are hurting 
them directly in their wallets. 

What they are talking about is $300 
billion for more of the old Green New 
Deal. It is going to give more power to 
the climate alarmists, to the climate 
elitists, and to the climate extremists, 
who run the Democratic Party and are 
running it into the ground. The profes-
sional climate activists will never be 
satisfied. The activists will never stop. 
You can never go far enough for them. 
They weren’t satisfied a year ago when 
they started this inflation crisis, and 
with the liberal world order, they will 
never be satisfied. The professional ac-
tivists want energy prices to remain 
high. They are happy with $5 gas. They 
want to punish us for using fossil fuels. 

Joe Biden’s advisers keep telling us 
about this incredible transition. They 
call it an incredible transition. Well, 
ask people around the country and in 
your home State. It has been a transi-
tion to a crisis: a transition to higher 
prices, a transition to a lower quality 
of life, to pain at the pump, and to pain 
at the grocery store. It has been a tran-
sition to stress for working people and 
families who feel stuck and squeezed. If 
Democrats don’t change their energy 
policies, there is going to be an incred-
ible transition. It is going to be a tran-
sition of power right here in Wash-
ington this November. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Colorado. 
(The remarks of Mr. BENNET per-

taining to the introduction of S. 4513 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. BENNET. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wisconsin. 
ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that if cloture 
is invoked on the Herrnstadt nomina-
tion, the vote on confirmation occur at 
5:30 p.m. and that the Senate recess 
from 4 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam President, 

Senators can expect two votes at 5:30 
p.m. Those votes would be on the con-
firmation of the Herrnstadt nomina-
tion and cloture on the Heinzelman 
nomination to be general counsel of 
the CIA. 

VOTE ON BARR NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, all postcloture time 
has expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Barr nomina-
tion? 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN), the Sen-
ator from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), 
and the Senator from New York (Mr. 
SCHUMER) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICE (Ms. BALD-
WIN). Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 66, 
nays 28, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 250 Ex.] 

YEAS—66 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blunt 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Inhofe 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Portman 

Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Toomey 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—28 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 

Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Daines 
Fischer 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
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